
DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER APPLICATIONS - HELPSHEET FOR INTERESTED PARTIES 

Planning Inspectorate Video Explaining the Process 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4COj1N0kbfA 
 
Planning Act 2008 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents 
 
Planning Portal 
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/ 
 
Planning Inspectorate Website for the Application 
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/  - Type the project name in the search box. 

 

Different tabs appear for Overview (showing the latest position/document), Exam’n Timetable and Documents: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4COj1N0kbfA
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

Relevant National Policy Statements  

EN1 Overarching Energy NPS 2011 

EN3 Renewable Energy Infrastructure 2011 

EN5 Electricity Networks Infrastructure 2011 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statements-for-energy-infrastructure 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statements-for-energy-infrastructure


Matters to be disregarded 

Planning Act 2008: “S106 (3) The Examining authority may in examining the application disregard representations if 
the Examining authority considers that the representations—  

(a) are vexatious or frivolous,  

(b) relate to the merits of policy set out in a national policy statement, or  

(c) relate to compensation for compulsory acquisition of land or of an interest in or right over land.” 

 

Accordance with National Policy Statements 

Planning Act 2008: “S104 (3) The Panel or Council must decide the application in accordance with any relevant 
national policy statement, except to the extent that one or more of subsections (4) to (8) applies. 

(4) …the UK would be in breach of any of its international obligations.  

(5) …in breach of any duty imposed on it by or under any enactment.  

(6) …would be unlawful by virtue of any enactment 

(7) This subsection applies if the Panel or Council is satisfied that the adverse impact of the proposed development 
would outweigh its benefits. 

(8)  This subsection applies if the [F13Secretary of State] is satisfied that any condition prescribed for deciding an 
application otherwise than in accordance with a national policy statement is met”. 

 

Pre-application and Application Stages 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Accountability of the Planning Act 2008 process 

Sustainable development & good design - S10 of Planning Act 2008 requires SoS to draw up and designate National 
Policy Statements “with the objective of contributing to the achievement of sustainable development” and “must (in 
particular) have regard to the desirability of— (a)mitigating, and adapting to, climate change; (b)achieving good 
design”. 

Independence of Examining Authority – particularly in how it conducts the examination:  “S87(1) It is for the 
Examining authority to decide how to examine the application”.  

NPSs are voted on in Parliament. 

Statutory pre-application consultation is a legal requirement placed on the applicant. 

Pre-app consultation Guidance and S50 Guidance to which the “applicant must have regard”  

Local Impact Report from the Local Authority has particular status in S104 & S105 to ensure it is fully taken into 
account. 

 

Example Draft Examination Timetable/Invitation to Preliminary Meeting: 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010049/EN010049-001710-
Rule%206.pdf 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010049/EN010049-001710-Rule%206.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010049/EN010049-001710-Rule%206.pdf


  

Example of Principal Issues: 

  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example Agenda for Preliminary Meeting: 

 

Example of Final Examination Timetable: 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010049/EN010049-001725-
Rule%208%20Final.pdf 

 

 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010049/EN010049-001725-Rule%208%20Final.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010049/EN010049-001725-Rule%208%20Final.pdf

