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EAST ANGLIA ONE NORTH/TWO OFFSHORE WINDFARM 
PROPOSED ONSHORE CABLE CORRIDOR AND SUBSTATION SITES: 

GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY INTERIM SUMMARY REPORT 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
Headland Archaeology (UK) Ltd has carried out a geophysical (magnetometer) survey, covering approximately 400 hectares, 
within the boundary comprising the Indicative Onshore Development Area (IODA) for the East Anglia One North/Two Offshore 
Windfarms. The aim of the survey is to provide further information about the archaeological potential of the IODA and 
therefore to help determine (where possible within the confines of other environmental and engineering constraints) the 
preferred cable route and sub-station locations. A further 60 hectares may still be surveyed dependent on access and crop 
harvest dates. This preliminary report discusses the broad areas of archaeological activity (AAA’s) identified within the IODA to 
date and is intended to inform ongoing discussions with the relevant stakeholders (Heritage Steering Group- HSG). The 
interpretations are preliminary until all the outstanding areas have been surveyed and the desk-based assessment (DBA) has 
been finalised. A preliminary review of the DBA has however been made in order to give as accurate an understanding as 
possible of the archaeological potential of the IODA at this stage in the planning process. Nevertheless, the interpretations are 
not expected to change significantly. Non-archaeological anomalies (predominantly geological, agricultural or modern) are 
also highlighted on the interpretation graphics but not discussed in detail at this time. A full and detailed report on the 
geophysical survey will be produced at the conclusion of the fieldwork. 
 
The survey carried out so far has clearly demonstrated that the prevailing geological and pedological conditions are 
favourable for the detection of sub-surface archaeological remains. Anomalies indicative of probable or possible 
archaeological features and activity have been identified throughout the IODA, the majority of which were previously 
unknown, thus adding significantly to the archaeological understanding of the landscape across which the cable corridor will 
traverse. Although the suspected archaeological remains extend throughout the IODA there are still large areas where no 
anomalies of archaeological potential have been identified from the geophysical survey. However, the low magnitude 
exhibited by some of the anomalies and the partial and discontinuous nature of others suggests that, in certain instances, the 
archaeological remains may be more extensive than revealed by the survey, either due to partial truncation by modern 
agricultural techniques and/or a lack of magnetic contrast on a variable geological substrate. Nevertheless, ten broad areas 
comprising both concentrations of anomalies or single clearly defined features are identified as AAP’s. Most of the linear 
anomalies are interpreted as being the result of soil filled ditches forming an extensive and complex network of field systems 
and enclosures, most likely for animals, which extends across the full length and width of the IODA. These field systems and 
potential stock enclosures are of uncertain date but probably date to the later prehistoric or early Roman periods. Smaller, sub-
divided, enclosures with numerous discrete anomalies are interpreted as more likely to have been the sites of human 
occupation. Several of these settlement sites are identified, particularly in the western half of the IODA, again varying dates are 
likely including medieval. As well as the enclosures and settlement sites two circular anomalies, interpreted as locating a round 
barrow of possible Bronze Age date and a windmill of likely post-medieval date, are also highlighted.  
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ILLUS 1a Minimally processed greyscale magnetic data; western end of IODA.

Reproduced using digital data supplied by Scottish Power Renewables. Ordnance Survey © Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
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ILLUS 1b Minimally processed greyscale magnetic data; eastern end of IODA.
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ILLUS 2a Draft interpretation of anomalies of archaeological potential showing Areas of Archaeological Activity; western end of IODA.

Reproduced using digital data supplied by Scottish Power Renewables. Ordnance Survey © Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
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ILLUS 2b Draft interpretation of anomalies of archaeological potential showing Areas of Archaeological Activity; eastern end of IODA.
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ILLUS 3a Draft interpretation of all anomalies showing Areas of Archaeological Activity; western end of IODA.

Reproduced using digital data supplied by Scottish Power Renewables. Ordnance Survey © Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
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