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1 Introduction 
1. This Report constitutes a Pre-Application Community Consultation (PACC) Report as envisaged by Regulation 27 of the 

Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 and Regulation 5 of the Planning (Development Management) Regulations (Northern 

Ireland) 2015. The Report describes the consultation requirements for the Corkey Windfarm Repowering (the Development), 

the consultation measures undertaken by the applicant ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Ltd (SPR), the feedback received 

and any resultant modifications to the Development. 

2. SPR recognises that it is very important to ensure that communities in the vicinity of a development are afforded appropriate 

and meaningful opportunities to comment on the proposals before they are finalised in accordance with the above 

Regulations. 

2 Consultation Guidance & Legislation 
3. The Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 introduced new requirements for public engagement and transparency in the 

planning system. Section 27 'Pre-application Community Consultation' outlines the requirements for pre-application 

consultation for 'major developments' as defined by The Planning (Development Management) Regulations (Northern 

Ireland) 2015'. Regulation 5 of the Development Management Regulations provides further detail on the pre-application 

community consultation process. 

4. The Strategic Planning Policy Statement (SPPS) recognises that a key element of the enhanced arrangements for 

community engagement is ensuring that community views are reflected at the earliest stage of the design and development 

process.  

Table 2.1 Pre-Application Consultation Procedures 

 

Minimum 

Requirements 

Planning (Development 

Management) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 2015'. 

Regulation 5 

Steps Undertaken by SPR 

Proposal of 

Application 

Notice (PAN) 

(2) The prospective applicant must 

give notice (to be known as a 

“proposal of application notice”) to 

the appropriate council that an 

application for planning permission 

for the development is to be 

submitted. 

 

(3) A period of at least 12 weeks 

must elapse between giving the 

notice and submitting any such 

application.  

A Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) was compiled by JUNO 

Planning and submitted to the Council (CCGBC) on 22nd March 

2019. A copy of the submitted PAN 1 Form is attached as 

Appendix 1.  

 

The PAN submission was validated by the Council and allocated 

reference number LA01/2019/0303/PAN. The Council 

subsequently requested a map identifying all residential 

properties within 5 km of the site. A copy of the map is provided 

at Appendix 2. 

 

The planning application to which this Report relates was 

submitted on the 27th June more than 14 weeks after the 

submission of the PAN. 
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Pre-Application 

Community 

Consultation 

(PACC) 

An account of what consultation the 

prospective applicant proposes to 

undertake, when such consultation is 

to take place, with whom and what 

form it will take 

Copies of the PAN 1 Form were sent to the following CCGBC, 

Councillors - K. Mulholland, J. Baird, M.A. McKillop, P. McShane 

and C. McShane 

 

Stage 1 Public Information Days (PIDs) took place on 22nd 

August 2017 and 23rd August 2017 at Glenravel Sports & 

Community Complex and Loughgiel Millennium Centre 

respectively; 

  

Stage 2 PIDs took place on 4th June 2019 and 5th June 2019 at 

Glenravel Sports & Community Complex and Loughgiel 

Millennium Centre respectively;  

 

Stage 3 PID took place on 26th June 2019 at Loughgiel 

Millennium Centre. 

  

In advance of Stage 1 & 2 PIDs, newsletters / invitations were 

delivered to residents within 5km of the site boundary and 

individual invitations were also issued to Cloughmills Community 

Association; Loughgiel Community Association and local MPs.  

 

The Stage 1 & 2 PIDs were advertised on posters placed in local 

shops and community centres in Loughgiel, Newtowncromlin, 

Cloughmills, Clogh and Glenravel.  

 

The proposed development has its own dedicated website - 

www.scottishpowerrenawables.com/pages/corkey_repower.aspx 

  

Public Event (2) The prospective applicant must— 

 

(a)hold at least one public event in 

the locality in which the proposed 

development is situated where 

members of the public may make 

comments to the prospective 

applicant as regards the proposed 

development; and 

As noted above, SPR undertook public consultation in 3 no. 

stages and hosted a total of 5 no. PIDs. As such, SPR exceeded 

the statutory requirements for undertaking pre-application 

community consultation.  

 

 

http://www.scottishpowerrenawables.com/pages/corkey_repower.aspx
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Newspaper 

Advertisement 

b) publish in a newspaper circulating 

in the locality in which the proposed 

development is situated a notice 

containing— 

(i)a description of, and the location 

of, the proposed development, 

(ii)details as to where further 

information may be obtained 

concerning the proposed 

development, 

(iii)the date, time and place of the 

public event, 

(iv)a statement explaining how, and 

by when, persons wishing to make 

comments to the prospective 

applicant relating to the proposal may 

do so, and 

(v)a statement that comments made 

to the prospective applicant are not 

representations to the council or as 

the case may be the Department and 

if the prospective applicant submits 

an application there will be an 

opportunity to make representations 

on that application to the council or 

as the case may be the Department 

at a later stage 

The Stage 1 PIDs were advertised in the Ballymena Times; & 

Antrim Times on 8th and 15th August 2017; the Coleraine Times 

and Ballymoney Times on 9th and 16th August 2017; and the 

Ballymena Guardian and Ballymoney Chronicle on 10th August 

2017 

 

The Stage 2 PIDs were advertised in the Ballymena Times and 

Antrim Times on 21st and 28th May 2019 and Coleraine Times 

and Ballymoney Times on 22nd and 29th May 2019. 

 

The Stage 3 PID was advertised in the Ballymena Times and 

Antrim Times on 18th June 2019 and Coleraine Times and 

Ballymoney Times on 19th June 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. This Report confirms that each of the proposed requirements listed above have been complied with and outlines the formal 

PACC process. Chapter 3 describes the public consultation undertaken noting that it contained 3 no. stages, one of which 

took place prior to the formal submission of the PAN 1 Form.; Chapter 4 summarises the feedback received during the 3 no. 

stages of the PACC process; and Chapter 5 responds to the comments raised. 

6. The Report has been structured to follow the sub-headings listed in Section 7.3 of ‘Development Management Practice Note 

10 - Pre-Application Community Consultation (and Pre-Application Discussions)’ (DOE, April 2015). 
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3 Consultation Undertaken 
3.1 Public Information Days (PIDs) 

7. PIDs were undertaken in August 2017 and June 2019, to establish dialogue with the local community regarding the 

development being promoted by SPR in the local area. As SPR currently operates the existing Corkey Windfarm, SPR 

wanted to maintain its commitment to working with the community and inviting responses to feed into the development 

process. 

8. The events comprised a display of the plans, via the use of information pop up boards, of the Development and allowed local 

residents to ask any questions specific to the Development. Detail on the PID materials and information board contents are 

provided at Sections 3.3 and 3.4 and illustrated in the referenced Appendices.  

 

3.2 Details of any community or residents’ steering group(s) established 

9. At the time of the PAN submission no community or steering groups were set up or identified with a specific interest in the 

Development. No community groups or steering groups were formed during the PACC phase. 

10. The established Cloughmills Community Association and Loughgiel Community Association were both invited to the Stage 1 

- 2 PIDs. Representatives from both Associations attended the Stage 2 PID at Loughgiel Millennium Centre. The Cloughmills 

Community Association also attended the Stage 1 PID. 

3.3 What consultation was undertaken, when and with whom; 

Dates, venues and numbers attended for all consultation events and meetings 

11. As referenced in Table 2.1 there were 3 no. stages of PACC. The Stage 1 PIDs were held in August 2017. Representatives 

from ScottishPower Renewables (the Applicant), JUNO Planning (Planning Consultant), Arcus (Environmental Consultant), 

OPEN (Landscape Architect) and Weber Shandwick (PR consultant) were available to explain the project and answer any 

questions relating to the Development.  

12. The Stage 1 events were advertised in the Ballymena Times; & Antrim Times on 8th and 15th August 2017; the Coleraine 

Times and Ballymoney Times on 9th and 16th August 2017; and the Ballymena Guardian and Ballymoney Chronicle on 10th 

August 2017 Copies of the press notices are provided at Appendix 3. Invitations to the event were issued to all properties 

within 5 kilometres of the Development (a copy of the invitation issued is provided at Appendix 4). Posters were also placed 

in local shops and community centres. 

13. A total of 17 no. people attended the public consultation event at Glenravel Sports & Community Complex on 22nd August 

2017; 9 no. people attended the event at Loughgiel Millennium Centre on 23rd August 2017. As such, a total of 26 no. people 

attended the 2 no. events. 
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Figure 1: PID at Loughgiel Millennium Centre on 5th June 2019 

14. The Stage 2 events were advertised in the Ballymena & Antrim Times on 21st and 28th May 2019 and Coleraine Times and 

Ballymoney Times on 22nd and 29th May 2019. Copies of the press notices are provided at Appendix 5. Invitations, in the 

form of leaflets, to the event were issued to all properties within 5 kilometres of the Development see the map contained 

within Appendix 2 (a copy of the leaflet is provided at Appendix 6). Posters were also placed in local shops and community 

centres. As with the Stage 1 events, representatives from ScottishPower Renewables (Applicant), JUNO Planning (Planning 

Consultant), Arcus (Environmental Consultant), OPEN (Landscape Architect) and Weber Shandwick (PR Consultant) were 

available to explain the project and answer questions relating to the Development. 

 

Figure 2: PID at Glenravel Sports & Community Complex on 4th June 2019 

15. A total of 3 no. people attended the PIDs at Glenravel Sports & Community Complex on 4th June 2019; 16 no. people 

attended the event at Loughgiel Millennium Centre on 5th June 2019. As such, a total of 19 no. people attended the 2 no. 

PIDs. 
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16. A Stage 3 PID was also held on 26th June 2019. Representatives from JUNO Planning (Planning Consultant) and Weber 

Shandwick (PR Consultant) were available to explain the project and answer any questions relating to the Development.  

17. The Stage 3 event was advertised in the Ballymena Times and Antrim Times, on 18th June 2019 and the Coleraine Times 

and Ballymoney Times on 19th June 2019. Copies of the press notices are provided at Appendix 7.  

18. A total of 2 no. people attended the public consultation event at Loughgiel Millennium Centre on 26th June 2019.  

19. In total 47 no. people attended the 5 no. PIDs in August 2017 and June 2019. 

3.4 Details of how public events were made as accessible as possible to all members of the community 

20. The venues in Glenravel and Loughgiel were chosen due to their familiarity to local people, proximity to the Development; 

and the availability of car parking and space to accommodate the pop up information boards. 

21. At the Stage 1 PID, there were 11 no. information boards that explained the repowering process; outlined the planning and 

EIA processes and provided proposed visuals of the Development from key viewpoints representative of local views. Copies 

of the information boards are provided at Appendix 8. As noted above, representatives from the project team were available 

to explain the project and answer questions. Attendees were invited to complete a comment card giving their views. 

22. At the Stage 2 and 3 PIDs there were 12 no. information boards that again explained the repowering process; outlined the 

planning and EIA processes and provided proposed visuals of the development from key viewpoints representative of local 

views. Copies of the information boards are provided at Appendix 9. As noted above, representatives from the project team 

were available to explain the project and answer questions. Attendees were invited to complete a comment card giving their 

views. 
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4 Comments Received 
4.1 Stage 1 - August 2017 

23. As stated previously, a total of 26 no. people attended the Stage 1 PIDs. A total of 11 no. comment cards were completed 

and returned during the 2 no. PIDs. The comment cards included the following questions - 

1. Which do you consider yourself to be? (A resident or business living or operating within approximately 10 kilometres / 6 

miles of the project is considered local) 

2. Were you satisfied with the information provided today? 

3. How did you find out about this event? Please tick all that apply 

4. Are you supportive of the existing Corkey windfarm? 

5. Do you think it is a good idea to increase the production of green energy from the existing Corkey windfarm by repowering 

(replacing the existing turbines with new, more efficient turbines)? 

6. Do you think it is a good idea to incorporate energy storage capability (batteries) in to the repowered Corkey Windfarm? 

 

7. Do you have any other comments for us to consider? 

 

24. Responses to each of the questions are provided in the tables below. It should be noted that not all questions were answered 

in each comment card.  

Table 4.1: Which do you consider yourself to be? 

Relationship to Area No. of Attendees 

Local Resident 8 

Local Business 1 

Community Leader 1 

Elected Attendee 0 

A Local Council Representative 1 

Other 0 

 

25. It is noted that most of the attendees live in close proximity to the events with less coming from further afield. The majority of 

attendees (81%) that completed forms were either local residents or business owners. 

Table 4.2:Were you satisfied with the information provided today? 

Opinion on Exhibition No. of Attendees 

Satisfied with information provided 10 

Not Satisfied with information 

provided 

0 

No Comment 0 

 

26. Of the 10 no. people that responded to this question, all (100%) were satisfied with the information that was presented during 

the event. 
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Table 4.3: How did you find about this event? 

Where Advertised No. of Attendees 

Leaflet 2 

Poster 1 

Newspaper Advert 3 

Community Group 1 

Word of Mouth 3 

SPR Website  

Other 1 (Blakiston Houston Estate) 

 

27. The most effective forms of communication were the newspaper advertisement and word of mouth. The range of answers to 

this question indicates that advertising of the PIDs in the local area was effective. 

Table 4.4: Are you supportive of the existing Corkey Windfarm 

Support the Development No. of Attendees 

Yes 7 

No 0 

Not Sure 3 

 

28. Of the 10 no. people that responded to this question, 7(70%) stated that they were supportive of the existing Corkey 

Windfarm. No responses were made objecting to the existing windfarm. 

Table 4.5: Do you think it is a good idea to increase the production of green energy from the existing Corkey 

windfarm by repowering? 

Support Repowering  No. of Attendees 

Yes 10 

No 0 

Not Sure 1 (The person that was unsure noted that the increase in the 

height of the turbines may impede migratory geese on their 

flight path) 

 

29. Of the 11 no people that responded to this question, 10 no. people (91%) supported the principle of repowering Corkey 

Windfarm. The individual who was 'unsure' raised a concern about how the increased turbine height may impact on migratory 

geese. A response to this comment is provided in Section 5.1 of this Report. 

Table 4.6: Do you think it is a good idea to incorporate energy storage capability (batteries) in to the repowered 
Corkey Windfarm? 

Good Idea No. of Attendees 

Yes 10 

No 0 

Not Sure 1  

 

30. Of the 11 no people that responded to this question, 10 no. people (91%) supported the principle of incorporating energy 

storage in to the repowered Corkey Windfarm. 1 no. individual was 'unsure' about the principle of energy storage. 
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Table 4.7: Do you have any other comments for us to consider? 

Comment Response / Action Taken 

Wildlife does not have a voice to raise the 

concerns it does have. Only local knowledge 

can make available all concerns, especially over 

a long period of years. 

Paragraphs 179-184 of the Planning Statement that is 

submitted alongside this PACC Report summarises the 

relevant section of the submitted Environmental Statement 

and states,  

 

“Chapter 8- 'Ecology & Fisheries' and Chapter 9- 

'Ornithology' of the ES evaluates the effects of the 

Development on ecosystems and their components, 

including designated sites, habitats, flora and fauna. This 

chapter of ES is supported by the following Technical 

Appendix documents provided in Volume 3 Technical 

Appendices: 

A8.1 Habitat and Peat Assessments; 

A8.2 Habitats Regulations Assessment; 

A8.3 Bat Report; and 

A8.4 Fisheries Report. 

 

The ecology and fisheries assessment was informed by 

key legislation relating to nature conservation in Northern 

Ireland as follows: 

• Wildlife and Natural Environment Act (Northern 

Ireland) 2011; 

• Environment Order (Northern Ireland) 2002; 

• Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 1995; 

• Nature Conservation and Amenity Lands Order 

1985; 

• Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985; and 

• Fisheries (Northern Ireland) Act 1966 

 

Subject to the successful implementation of the proposed 

mitigation measures, the Development will have neutral 

or slight-positive effects on all Important Ecological 

Features. Therefore, the Development will not cause 

any significant negative effects on designated sites, 

habitats, legally protected species, or any other 

features of ecological importance.  

 

Proposed mitigation measures include a 'Habitat 

Management Plan' which encompasses a range of 

proposed habitat reinstatement and compensation 

measures. An Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) will be 

employed for the duration of the construction works. The 

role of the ECoW is to assist the contractor with the 

interpretation and implementation of the ecological 

mitigation measures, including the Habitat Management 

Plan (Appendix A3.2 of the ES) and other relevant 

documents. 

 

Further details on the potential impact of the Development 

on active peatland habitat is provided in section 6.1.2.3 
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Comment Response / Action Taken 

below. The Development will not have an unacceptable 

adverse impact on Biodiversity or Natural Heritage.  

 

Chapter 9- Ornithology of the ES details that the 

Development has incorporated ornithological constraints, 

where possible, including avoidance of extant priority 

species and habitats within the Development. Chapter 9 

concludes that there are not considered to be 

significant effects from the Development on 

ornithology, subject to implementation of mitigation and 

monitoring recommendations which can be prescribed via 

planning conditions.” (emphasis added) 

 

Thanks for the information provided. A short but 

worthwhile visit." 

No response required.  

We would be interested if there was any further 

expansion of the windfarm footprint as we have 

40 acres of mountain land nearby. We have a 

civil engineering company and would be 

interested in any work. 

 

Details of the individual who made the comment were 

noted by SPR who will make contact at a later stage. SPR 

have committed to hold ‘Meet the Buyer’ days as early as 

possible, ahead of any decommissioning/construction 

phases commencing. Local contractors will be invited to 

attend and meet SPR and the main infrastructure 

contractor to learn about the skills, likely contracts and 

services required during these phases and the operational 

phase. This will also allow local contractors time to upskill, 

if required, ahead of any tender exercise commencing.  

The existing Corkey windfarm does not have a 

community fund - Cloughmills Community 

Action Team would want to be involved in any 

community fund to be developed on the 

replacement scheme. 

 

We would also like to explore the opportunity for 

a community owned (or part owned) turbine on 

the site either by refurbishment of an existing 

turbine or participating as a part owner of one of 

the new turbines. 

 

There have been examples of this approach in 

some Scottish communities and we would like 

to see this 'pioneered' in Northern Ireland. It 

would also make the development more 

acceptable if the local community had some 

'ownership' in the project." 

SPR have taken on board these comments and will 

continue to liaise with this group re their requirements, 

throughout the planning and pre construction stages. 

Representatives of the same group were invited and 

attended the Stage 2 PIDs. 

 

SPR intends to provide a package of benefits to the 

community which will be in line with industry best practice. 

The value of the community package, its shape, and 

means of administration of the community fund will be 

defined, discussed and agreed with the local community, 

dialogue is ongoing. This will be formalised, nearer to the 

time of decommissioning/ construction commencing.  This 

community package could be used to help support capital 

projects, such as building new facilities and refurbishing 

older ones, and the provision of services in local 

communities such as adult education programmes. 

 

SPR is already in direct contact with the Cloughmills 

Community Action Team and will continue to engage 

directly with them during the planning and pre-construction 

stages. 
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4.2 Stage 2 - June 2019 

31. As stated previously, a total of 19 no. people attended the Stage 2 PIDs. A total of 9 no. comment cards were completed and 

returned during the 2 no. events. The comment cards were identical to the cards distributed at the Stage 1 PID. Responses 

to each of the questions are provided below - 

Table 4.8: Which do you consider yourself to be? 

Relationship to Area No. of Attendees 

Local Resident 8 

Local Business 0 

Community Leader 1 

Elected Attendee 0 

A Local Council Representative 0 

Other 0 

 

32. It is noted all of the attendees that completed comment cards lived or represented communities in close proximity to the site 

and the PID locations at Glenravel and Loughgiel.  

Table 4.9: Were you satisfied with the information provided today? 

Opinion on Exhibition No. of Attendees 

Satisfied with information provided 9 

Not Satisfied with information 

provided 

0 

No Comment 0 

 

33. All attendees that completed a comment card were satisfied with the information presented at the events. One individual 

noted that the “visual displays were informative and the illustrations of visual impact from various locations was useful.” 

Table 4.10: How did you find about this event? 

Where Advertised No. of Attendees 

Leaflet 5 

Poster 1 

Newspaper Advert 1 

Community Group 0 

Word of Mouth 0 

SPR Website 1 

Other 1 (email from Arcus Consulting)  

 

34. The most effective form of communication was the leaflet sent to all residential properties within 5km of the site. 63% of 

people that responded, identified the leaflet as being how they found out about the PID. 

Table 4.11: Are you supportive of the existing Corkey Windfarm 

Support the Development No. of Attendees 

Yes 9 

No 0 

Not Sure 0 
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35. All 9 no. people that responded to this question stated that they were supportive of the existing Corkey Windfarm. No 

responses were made objecting to the existing windfarm. 

Table 4.12: Do you think it is a good idea to increase the production of green energy from the existing Corkey 

Windfarm by repowering? 

Support Repowering  No. of Attendees 

Yes 9 

No 0 

Not Sure 0 

 

36. All 9 no. people that responded to this question stated that they were supportive of repowering Corkey Windfarm. No 

responses were made objecting to the development. 

Table 4.13: Do you think it is a good idea to incorporate energy storage capability (batteries) in to the repowered 

Corkey Windfarm? 

Good Idea No. of Attendees 

Yes 9 

No 0 

Not Sure 0 

 

37. All 9 no. people that responded to this question, supported the principle of energy storage as part of the Development. No 

responses were made objecting to the existing windfarm. 

Table 4.14: Do you have any other comments for us to consider? 

Comment Response / Action Taken 

Wind is the cheapest form of electricity 

currently available 

No further response required. 

Cloughmills Community Action Team is a 

key provider of social, environmental and 

economic services to the village 

community of Cloughmills within the 

immediate area impacted by the Corkey 

windfarm proposal. 

We would be interested in taking further 

discussions with Scottish Power 

Renewables regarding the shape of the 

Community Benefit Fund which would be 

required for the new installation at Corkey. 

As a charitable group were dependent on 

grant aid for many of our projects and we 

are working towards becoming more 

sustainable as a social enterprise at our 

community allotment garden and man 

shed at Cloughmills. Our preference would 

be for a secure long-term agreement for 

funding our core activities/services rather 

than an annual grant application process 

for specific projects. It would be useful for 

you to visit our sites at the Old Mills, 

Cloughmills to put all of this in context. 

info@cloughmills.org.uk  

SPR have taken on board comments by Cloughmills Community 

Action Team and will continue to liaise with this group re their 

requirements, throughout the planning and pre-construction 

stages. 

 

SPR intends to provide a package of benefits to the community 

which will be in line with industry best practice. The value of the 

community package, its shape, and means of administration of 

the community fund will be defined, discussed and agreed with 

the local community, dialogue is ongoing. This will be 

formalised, nearer to the time of decommissioning/ construction 

commencing.  This community package could be used to help 

support capital projects, such as building new facilities and 

refurbishing older ones, and the provision of services in local 

communities such as adult education programmes. 

 

SPR is already in direct contact with the Cloughmills Community 

Action Team and will continue to engage directly with them 

during the planning and pre-construction stages.” 

 

mailto:info@cloughmills.org.uk
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38. In addition to the comment above, in the space provided below questions 4-6, a small number of individual comments were 

provided supporting the environmental and social benefits that the Development would deliver. These comments are 

provided below – 

Q4. Renewable energy source. Local community fund. 

Q4. Good for environment 

Q4. The green energy – and it’s good for the community 

Q4. Windfarm feeding back to grid – not obtrusive 

Q4. Our group is a supporter of renewable energy 

Q5. Again excellent for environmental reasons 

Q5. More green energy using the same area of land and community benefits 

Q5. More modern equipment and reduced number shouldn’t negatively impact the environment 

Q5. Renewable energy is key provider of energy for the future to address climate change 

Q6. At moment no storage capability – Rasharkin nearest 

Q6. You can use it wherever the wind isn’t strong 

Q6. Storage of energy will be more green in the long run 

Q6. Provided the environmental impact is minimised (for any structures required for storage) 

4.3 Stage 3 June 2019 

 

39. As stated previously, a total of 2 no. people attended the Stage 3 PID. A total of 2 no. comment cards were completed and 

returned during the event. The comment cards were identical to the cards distributed at the Stage 1 & 2 PIDs. Responses to 

each of the questions are provided below – 

Table 4.15: Which do you consider yourself to be? 

Relationship to Area No. of Attendees 

Local Resident 2 

Local Business 0 

Community Leader 0 

Elected Attendee 0 

A Local Council Representative 0 

Other 0 

 

40. It is noted all of the attendees that completed comment cards lived or represented communities in close proximity to the site 

and the PID location at Loughgiel.  

Table 4.16: Were you satisfied with the information provided today? 

Opinion on Exhibition No. of Attendees 

Satisfied with information provided 2 

Not Satisfied with information 

provided 

0 
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No Comment 0 

 

All attendees that completed a comment card were satisfied with the information presented at the event. One individual noted 

that the information was “well laid out.” 

Table 4.17: How did you find about this event? 

Where Advertised No. of Attendees 

Leaflet 0 

Poster 0 

Newspaper Advert 2 

Community Group 0 

Word of Mouth 0 

SPR Website 0 

Other 0 

 

41. The most effective form of communication was the newspaper advertisement placed in the local press 1 no. week before the 

PID. 100% of people that responded, identified the newspaper advertisement as being how they found out about the PID. 

Table 4.18: Are you supportive of the existing Corkey Windfarm 

Support the Development No. of Attendees 

Yes 2 

No 0 

Not Sure 0 

 

42. The 2 no. people that responded to this question stated that they were supportive of the existing Corkey Windfarm. No 

responses were made objecting to the existing windfarm. 

Table 4.19: Do you think it is a good idea to increase the production of green energy from the existing Corkey 

Windfarm by repowering? 

Support Repowering  No. of Attendees 

Yes 2 

No 0 

Not Sure 0 

 

43. The 2 no. people that responded to this question stated that they were supportive of repowering Corkey Windfarm. No 

responses were made objecting to the development. 

Table 4.20: Do you think it is a good idea to incorporate energy storage capability (batteries) in to the repowered 

Corkey Windfarm? 

Good Idea No. of Attendees 

Yes 2 

No 0 

Not Sure 0 

 

44. The 2 no. people that responded to this question, supported the principle of energy storage as part of the Development. No 

responses were made objecting to the existing windfarm. 
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Table 4.21: Do you have any other comments for us to consider? 

 

Comment Response / Action Taken 

No further comments were provided No action required. 

 

45. In addition to the comment above, in the space provided below questions 4-6, a small number of comments were provided. 

These comments noted that an “alternative form of energy (is) essential” and that energy storage is “essential.” 

4.4 Stages 1 – 3 Combined Responses        

 

Table 4.15: Which do you consider yourself to be? 

Relationship to Area No. of Attendees 

Local Resident 18 

Local Business 1 

Community Leader 1 

Elected Attendee 0 

A Local Council Representative 1 

Other 0 

 

46. Of the 21 no. people that attended the PIDs and completed comment cards, 19 (90%) were from within the local areas. 

Table 4.16: Were you satisfied with the information provided today? 

Opinion on Exhibition No. of Attendees 

Satisfied with information provided 20 

Not Satisfied with information provided 0 

No Comment 0 

 

47. 100% of people that responded to Q2 were satisfied with the information presented during the PIDs. No responses were 

submitted stating that they were not satisfied with the information. 

Table 4.17: How did you find about this event? 

Where Advertised No. of Attendees 

Leaflet 7 

Poster 2 

Newspaper Advert 6 

Community Group 1 

Word of Mouth 3 

SPR Website 1 

Other 1 

 

48. Attendees at the PIDs found out about them through a range of communication techniques. The leaflet that was posted to all 

residential properties within 5km of the site and the newspaper notices were the most effective means of communication.  
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Table 4.18: Are you supportive of the existing Corkey Windfarm 

Support the Development No. of Attendees 

Yes 17 

No 0 

Not Sure 3 

 

49. There was overwhelming support for the existing windfarm with 17 no. of 20 no. (85%) responses supportive of the windfarm. 

No objections to the existing windfarm were raised. 

Table 4.19: Do you think it is a good idea to increase the production of green energy from the existing Corkey 

Windfarm by repowering? 

Support Repowering  No. of Attendees 

Yes 20 

No 0 

Not Sure 1 

 

50. There was overwhelming support for the existing windfarm with 20 no. of 21 no. (95%) responses supportive of the 

repowering of Corkey WIndfarm. No objections to the development were raised. 

Table 4.20: Do you think it is a good idea to incorporate energy storage capability (batteries) in to the repowered 

Corkey Windfarm? 

Good Idea No. of Attendees 

Yes 20 

No 0 

Not Sure 1 

 

51. There was overwhelming support to incorporate energy storage at the repowered windfarm with 20 no. of 21 no. (95%) 

responses supportive battery storage. No objections to energy storage were raised. 
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5 Response to Comments 
5.1 How comments have been considered in the development proposals. 

52. The project team has considered all comments raised during the consultation process. SPR is the current operator of the 

existing Corkey Windfarm and has an excellent relationship with the local communities. This was highlighted by the lack of 

objections to the Development and the support that was shown during the consultation events.  

53. It is noted that 1 no. attendee who declined to complete a comment card at the Stage 2 Loughgiel PID, voiced concerns over 

the value of commercial scale windfarm developments, compared to the value of single turbine developments. The 

Development involves the repowering of an existing windfarm and reducing the number of turbines from ten to five. As such, 

the principle of a commercial windfarm at Corkey has already been established. As noted previously, based on the responses 

received there is significant support within the local community for the existing windfarm as well as the Development. 

54. In relation to the ornithological impacts and the effect the height of the wind turbines may have on migratory geese on their 

flight path (raised during Stage 1), the potential ornithological effects of the Development are assessed in the Environmental 

Statement Chapter 9 Ornithology. In response, we highlight the following extracts from the ES  

71. There were no goose or swan flights recorded within the vantage point surveys over the survey area 

and 500m buffer, despite wider occurrence of roosting whooper and greylag geese. There appears to be no 

connectivity or movement corridor for these species near the Site Boundary and thus low weighting is given to 

effects on these species. 

144. Small numbers of geese (greylag) and swans (mute and whooper) are recorded to occasionally utilise the 

wider hinterland area during wintering / migration periods including for roosting, however no flights passed 

within the 500m buffers from either existing or proposed turbines and therefore no collision is predicted. 

312. Swans and geese, and particularly whooper swans are rarely reported as turbine collision victims 

(Fijn et al., 2012; Rees, 2012) and more often are recorded to collide with power-lines (Brown et al., 1992; Rees, 

2006; M. Ruddock, personal observation). It is likely that turbines will be avoided by all swans (see also Fijn et al., 

2012) and most regularly swans are known to fly relatively low <10m a.g.l. (M. Ruddock, personal observation). 

These data are confirmed by GPS satellite flight data which recorded flights at an average of 9m a.g.l. over 

terrestrial habitats and 31m a.g.l over aquatic habitats (Griffin et al., 2011). 

55. Environmental Statement Chapter 13: Socio Economics, Land-Use and Tourism discusses to the socio-economic benefits of 

the Development. SPR will continue to liaise with the community. A proposed package of community benefit could be used to 

help support capital projects, such as building new facilities and refurbishing older ones, and the provision of services in local 

communities such as adult education programmes. 

5.2 Details of amendments to the proposal as a result of the consultation event. 

56. In response to the comments expressed by attendees, SPR have addressed each of these comments. A number of the 

comments raised related to ecology and ornithology matters, the results of baseline surveys have been used to shaped the 

design of the Development. Chapter 4 of the ES sets out the design process, and details the layout iterations arrived at, 

highlighting how the results of the baseline surveys, including for the ecology and ornithological surveys have informed 

decisions around the location of infrastructure, ensuring avoidance of any sensitive species/habitats in the first instance, 

Chapter 9 Ornithology and Chapter 8 Ecology and Fisheries also contain detailed assessments and further measures to 

offset and protect any sensitive habitats and species and further measures which include for a 'Habitat Management Plan' 

which encompasses a range of proposed habitat reinstatement and compensation plans.   
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6 Conclusion  
57. In accordance with the Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 and the Planning (Development Management) Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 2015, SPR has undertaken the required statutory consultation activity and this has been documented and 

reported in this PACC report. 

58. The PACC Process was focussed around 3 no. stages of public consultation held in August 2017 and June 2019. A total of 

21 no. formal questionnaire submissions were made during the PACC phase. 95% of people that responded to the 

consultation supported the principle of repowering the existing Corkey Windfarm. The completed comment cards identified no 

objections to the development, rather comments were raised in relation to the need to consider potential ecological and 

ornithological impacts, which have formed part of the design and EIA processes. The consultation process also highlighted 

overwhelming support for the existing windfarm as well as clear support for the use of energy storage as part of the 

Development. 

59. In response to the comments expressed by attendees, each of these have been addressed and comments made within this 

PACC. The design and EIA processes have also responded to and taken account of a number of the comments made, 

particularly with regards to the ecological and ornithological matters.  

60. An explanation of the proposed design principles and concepts that informed the Development design process are also 

covered within Chapter 4 of the ES and addressed within the ‘Design & Access Statement’ submitted alongside this PACC 

Report. 
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Appendix 1 
PAN 1 Form 
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Appendix 2 
Map Identifying All Residential Properties within 5km of the Development Site 
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Appendix 3 
Stage 1 Public Consultation Newspaper Advertisements 
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Appendix 4 
Stage 1 Invitation to Public Consultation Event (poster & leaflet) 
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Appendix 5 
Stage 2 Public Consultation Newspaper Advertisements 
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Appendix 6 
Stage 2 Invitation to Public Consultation Event (poster and leaflet) 
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Appendix 7 
Stage 3 Public Consultation Newspaper Advertisements 
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Appendix 8 
 

Public Consultation Stage 1 - Information Boards 
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Appendix 9 
Public Consultation Stage 2 & 3- Information Boards 
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