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Pre-Application 
Consultation (PAC) Report 
Clauchrie Windfarm  

1 Introduction 
1.1 Overview  

1. This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report accompanies a Section 36 consent application being submitted by 
ScottishPower Renewables Ltd. (hereafter referred to as the ‘Applicant’) to the Scottish Ministers which seeks consent under 
the Electricity Act 1989 (and requests associated deemed planning permission) to construct and operate Clauchrie Windfarm 
(hereafter referred to as the ‘proposed Development’).  

2. In accordance with best practice, a programme of pre-application community engagement has been undertaken by the 
Applicant. This Report gives details of the various meetings, correspondence, public exhibitions and other discussions which 
have taken place with the community. The Report also details the findings of that work and illustrates the ways in which 
community engagement has helped identify potential issues arising from the emerging proposal and, where appropriate, 
shape the final proposal which is now the subject of the Section 36 application.  

3. The Applicant is grateful to residents and local representatives for their input into the pre-application community engagement 
process and for their assistance in facilitating the meetings and consultation events.  

1.2 The Proposed Development  

4. The proposed Development application boundary (hereafter referred to as the ‘Site’) is located approximately 5.5 km 
northeast of Barrhill, 3 km south of Barr and 5.3 km east of Pinwherry, on the boundaries of South Ayrshire and Dumfries and 
Galloway councils. The Site occupies an area of 2,971 hectares (ha), the majority of which lies within South Ayrshire Council 
(SAC).  Access for the development is taken from the A714 within Dumfries and Galloway 

5. The proposed Development comprises 18 turbines of up to 200 m height from ground to blade tip when vertical, each being 
around 5.6 megawatt (MW) in power rating. The generation capacity for the proposed Development will be in the region of 
100 MW. 

1.3 Consultation guidance and legislation  

6. The Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of Development) (Scotland) Regulations 2009 apply to all developments across 
Scotland and sets out various criteria that are to be used to differentiate planning applications by development types and to 
define developments as either National, Major or Local developments. That differentiation is used to ensure that applications 
are dealt with in an appropriate way to their scale and complexity, allowing decisions to be taken at the most appropriate 
level.  

7. Proposals for windfarms with a potential electricity capacity greater than 50 megawatts (MW) are subject to the consenting 
procedures set out in Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (the Electricity act) and applications are made directly to the 
Scottish Ministers. As the proposed development is for a windfarm in excess of 50MW, an application is being made under 
the Section 36 process. 

8. There is no statutory obligation to consult the public under the terms of the Electricity Act application process. Nevertheless, 
SPR has applied the principles of the consultation process recommended for ‘major’ planning applications as set out in The 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 and circular 3:2013- 
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Development Management Procedures (revised 2015). This enables the local community and all those with an interest in the 
proposals a clear opportunity to provide comment and feedback on the proposals.  

1.4 The Applicant  

9. ScottishPower Renewables (the ‘Applicant’) is part of the ScottishPower group of companies operating in the UK under the 
Iberdrola Group, one of the world’s largest integrated utility companies and a world leader in wind energy. ScottishPower now 
only produces 100 % green electricity – focusing on wind energy, smart grids and driving the change to a cleaner, electric 
future. SPR is committed to speeding up the transition to cleaner electric transport, improving air quality and over time, 
driving down bills. To deliver a better future quicker, for everyone.  

10. SPR is at the forefront of the development of the renewables industry through pioneering ideas, forward thinking and 
outstanding innovation. Their ambitious growth plans include offshore windfarms in East Anglia with our team also leading 
the Group’s international offshore development including in Germany, France and the USA. With over 40 operational 
windfarms, they manage all of their sites through their world leading Control Centre at Whitelee Windfarm, near Glasgow.  

11. The Applicant has five operational windfarms in the local area; Mark Hill, Arecleoch, Glen App, Kilgallioch and Dersalloch. 
Through ScottishPower Renewables’ established presence in South Ayrshire the company has to-date contributed over 
£5.9m of community benefits, contributing to a variety of groups and organisations. Including the nearby Dumfries & 
Galloway area the total community benefit figure exceeds £11m.  

12. SPR is committed to sharing the benefits of their operational windfarms with local communities, this may include benefits in-
kind, a community benefit fund and an opportunity to invest in the operational windfarm (refer to Appendix 8).  

2 Pre-Application Consultation 
13. Table 2.1 provides an overview of the stages of consultation undertaken for the proposed Development.  

Table 2.1 Pre-application consultation procedures 

Consultation 

activity 

Details Steps undertaken by SPR 

Pre-application 
consultation – 
Wind 
Monitoring 
Masts 

Regulation 7 (2.17) 
states that “The 

prospective 

applicant must 

consult every 

community council 

any part of whose 

area is within or 

adjoins the land on 

which the proposed 

development is 

situated “ 

In accordance with Regulation 7 Community Councils and local residents were 
contacted via letter to advise of the intention to install meteorological masts to 
facilitate collection of wind yield data to help inform the suitability of the Site for 
Windfarm development.  In addition to local residents the following community 
councils were contacted: 
 

• Barr Community Council; 

• Barrhill Community Council; 

• Cree Valley Community Council; and 

• Pinwherry & Pinmore Community Council. 

Pre-application 
consultation 
(Regulation 7) 

Regulation 7 (2.17) 
states that “The 

prospective 

applicant must 

consult every 

community council 

any part of whose 

area is within or 

In accordance with Regulation 7 the following Community Councils were consulted 
during the pre-application stages of the Development: 
 

• Barr Community Council; 

• Barrhill Community Council; 
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Consultation 

activity 

Details Steps undertaken by SPR 

adjoins the land on 

which the proposed 

development is 

situated “ 

• Cree Valley Community Council; and 

• Pinwherry & Pinmore Community Council. 

Example of the letter sent out is provided in Appendix 1. 

Public Event  
(Regulation 7) 

Regulation 7 (2.19) 
states: “The 

prospective 

applicant is required 

to hold at least one 

event for members 

of the public where 

they can make 

comments to the 

prospective 

applicant on the 

proposals” 

During the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process, SPR held two rounds 
of Public Information Days (PIDs) in May 2019 and August 2019 in Barrhill and Barr 
to allow the public to: 

• View a draft design layout and make any comments or provide information 
in relation to the layout and the EIA; and  

• View the turbine layout as informed by the environmental survey works 
and provide further comments. 

Newspaper 
Advertisement- 
Public Event in 
Barrhill and 
Barr 
(Regulation 7) 

Regulation 7 (2.19) 
states: “Notice of 

this ‘public event’ 

must be published 

at least 7 days in 

advance in a 

newspaper 

circulating in the 

locality of the 

proposed 

development” 

The PIDs held on 20th May 2019 and 21st May 2019 were advertised in the following 
newspapers: 

• Ayr Advertiser – 14 May 2019; 

• Ayrshire Post – 15 May 2019; 

• Stranraer & Wigtownshire Free Press – 15 May 2019; and 

• Galloway Gazette - 17 May 2019 

Examples of the adverts are provided in Appendix 4. 

The PIDs held on 19th August 2019 and 20th 
August 2019 were advertised in the following newspapers: 

• Ayr Advertiser – 6th August 2919 and 13th August 2019; 

• Ayrshire Post –   7th August 2019 and 14th August 2019; 

• Stranraer & Wigtownshire Free Press – 7th August 2019 and 14th August 
2019; and 

• Galloway Gazette – 9th August 2019 and 16th August 2019. 

Examples of the adverts are provided in Appendix 6.  

Other 
Advertisement- 
Public Event in 
Barrhill and 
Barr 

 Advertisement of the PIDs held on 20th May 2019 and 21st May 2019 also included: 
 

• Leaflets sent out to properties within an 8 km radius from the site boundary 
(654 properties) on the 10th May 2019. An example of the leaflet is 
provided in Appendix 5. 

• Posters displayed in shops local to the venues.  

Advertisement of the PIDs held on 19th August 2019 and 20th 
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Consultation 

activity 

Details Steps undertaken by SPR 

August 2019 also included: 

• Leaflets sent out to properties within an 8 km radius from the site boundary 
(654 properties) on the 5th August 2019. An example of the leaflet is 
provided in Appendix 7. 

Written correspondence was issued to the Community Councils and local ward 
Councillors inviting them to attend the Public Information Days prior to the 
public viewing hours. 

The PIDs were also advertised on the SPR website for the proposed Development: 

• https://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/pages/clauchrie_windfarm.aspx 

and an electronic copy of the leaflet was provided for download.  

Written correspondence was issued to several residential properties located 
around the proposed Development site in April 2019 introducing the windfarm 
proposal and providing information on the upcoming PIDs. 

2.1 Scoping  

14. The Applicant submitted an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Report for the proposed Development in March 
2019 to the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) at the Scottish Government.  

15. The ECU consulted with a variety of statutory and non-statutory consultees before providing a formal EIA Scoping Opinion on 
20 May 2019. This information has informed the proposed Development EIA. Table 2.2 below details the consultees that 
were issued with a copy of the EIA Scoping Report by the ECU. 

Table 2.2 List of Consultees 

Consultee 

Ayrshire Rivers Trust Ofcom 

Barrhill Community Council River Stinchar District Salmon Fisheries Board (joint 
response with Ayrshire Fisheries Trust) 

British Horse Society RSPB Scotland 

British Telecommunications plc  Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 

Cree Valley Community Council Scottish Forestry  

Defence Infrastructure Organisation Scottish Natural Heritage  

Dumfries & Galloway Council Scottish Rights of Way and Access Society (Scotways)  

Galloway Fisheries Trust  Scottish Water 

https://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/pages/clauchrie_windfarm.aspx
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Glasgow Prestwick Airport South Ayrshire Council  

Historic Environment Scotland (HES) The Coal Authority 

Joint Radio Company Limited Transport Scotland 

Marine Scotland Visit Scotland 

Mountaineering Scotland West of Scotland Archaeology Service (WOSAS) 

NATS Safeguarding  

Consultee from whom no response was received 

Barr Community Council John Muir Trust 

Civil Aviation Authority – Airspace Pinwherry & Pinmore Community Council 

Crown Estate Scotland Scottish Wild Land Group 

Fisheries Management Scotland Scottish Wildlife Trust 

 

16. Consultation responses received as part of the Scoping process have been considered in the EIA and the issues raised are 
reported in Chapter 5 of the EIA Report and each relevant technical chapter of the EIA Report.  

17. A Section 36 Gatecheck Report has since been produced and submitted to the ECU (October 2019) with an update on the 
status of the proposed Development and progress with the EIA Report. It summarises the design iteration process which the 
applicant has undertaken to date and how the Applicant intends to respond to the points raised within the EIA Scoping 
Opinion. The ECU issued the Gatecheck Report to the consultee’s and received responses from Dumfries and Galloway 
Council, Historic Environment Scotland, SEPA and SNH by 1st November 2019. Consultees confirmed that they were 
satisfied with the approach to the EIA and that previous comments made had been considered.  

2.2 Scoping Meeting 

18. A Scoping meeting was held with the ECU, South Ayrshire Council (SAC) and Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) on 28th March 
2019 to discuss the proposal and address any initial concerns raised by SNH. This focused on the landscape and visual 
impacts of the scheme as well as discussion of the proposed Development layout and the proposal timescales.  

2.3 Further Consultation 

2.3.1 Energy Consents Unit 

19. A further meeting was held on 25 July 2019 with SNH and the ECU to discuss the proposed approach to the landscape and 
visual impact assessment. South Ayrshire Council were also invited to the meeting but were unable to attend. This meeting 
focused on the impact of the proposed Development on the Merrick Wild Land Area and the Galloway Dark Sky Park, about 
which SNH voiced their concerns and informed the Applicant that they would be likely to object to the proposal on these 
grounds. Following the meeting SNH altered their response to state that they ‘may object’.    

20. A brief overview of the ecology surveys and on-going approach to surveys was also presented at the meeting.  

2.3.2 Community Council Consultation  

21. The Applicant attended a meeting with Cree Valley Community Council (CC) on 7 May 2019 to discuss the proposed 
Development and the concerns raised by Cree Valley CC during the Scoping Process. Following this meeting the Applicant 
responded directly to their Scoping Response in writing to summarise the points discussed, provided in Appendix 2. 
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22. The Applicant invited Barrhill, Barr, Pinwherry & Pinmore and Cree Valley Community Councils for a private viewing of the 
PID events prior to their commencement. Barrhill and Barr Community Councillors attended the May and August 2019 events 
during public hours. Cree Valley Community Council attended the August 2019 Barrhill event. 

2.3.3 South Ayrshire Council 

23. The Applicant met with South Ayrshire Council to discuss the windfarm proposal in November 2019. It was agreed that a 
further follow-up meeting between the Applicant and South Ayrshire would be held following the submission of the 
application. 

2.3.4 Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere 

24. The Applicant met with The Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere in October 2019 to discuss the impact of the 
proposed Development upon the Biosphere, which is a UNESCO site covering a large area across South Ayrshire and 
Dumfries & Galloway. The Applicant confirmed that the Biosphere would be considered within the Environmental Impact 
Assessment and that the group would be kept informed of the proposal as it progresses.  

2.4 Public Consultation  

25. As part of the pre-application process and as noted above the Applicant has engaged with the local communities closest to the 
site via two rounds of public information days. 

26. The PIDs were an opportunity for local residents to view the emerging proposals and to discuss any issues or suggestions 
with representatives of the project team. Visitors to the public events, aside from asking a member of the project staff a 
question directly, were also able to fill in a comments sheet on the day of the event or take it away and forward it to the 
Applicant at a later date. A sample copy of the comments sheet is included in Appendix 3.  

27. SPR also hosts a page dedicated to the proposed development on its website to allow people to view details about the 
development and contact the project team for further information: 
https://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/pages/clauchrie_windfarm.aspx 

28. SPR can be contacted about the proposed Development by emailing: clauchriewindfarm@scottishpower.com. This address 
was provided on PID materials at both rounds of events. 

29. Further information on the PIDS is presented in Section 3 of this report.  

3 Public Information Day Attendance, 
Feedback and Applicant Response 

3.1 Public Information Days May 2019 

3.1.1 Date and Location 

30. Two PIDs were held in May 2019 as detailed in Table 3.1. 

Table 3.1 PID Details 

Venue  Day Date Time  

Barrhill Memorial Hall, Barrhill, KA26 0PP Monday 20th May 2019 3pm - 6:45pm  

Barr Village Hall, Barr, KA26 9TW Tuesday  21st May 2019  3pm - 7pm 

3.1.2 Advertisement 

31. These public events were advertised as shown in Table 2.1. 

32. Examples of the advertisements can be found in Appendix 4. 

https://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/pages/clauchrie_windfarm.aspx
mailto:clauchriewindfarm@scottishpower.com
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33. Supplementary publicity for both events comprised postal leaflets (refer to Appendix 5) to residences within the local area. 
Leaflets were sent out to properties within an 8 km radius from the site boundary, 654 properties, on the 10h May 2019. There 
was also placing of posters in local shops and public places.  

3.1.3 PIDs Materials 

34. The PID events were set up to present the proposed Development at the start of the EIA process, prior to the completion of 
baseline survey work. The nature of the information provided was to outline the location of the Site and potential scale and 
nature of the proposed Development. This allowed for more meaningful engagement by the project team at the PID with the 
attendees on the main concerns/queries/feedback arising from the proposals. The information presented at the PID events 
included: 

• Site location plan of the proposed Development; 

• Site layout plans of the proposed Development, depicting an indicative first layout prior to environmental survey; 

• SPR “Powering the future of onshore wind” factsheets; 

• SPR “Onshore wind the facts” factsheets; 

• Copies of the proposed Development EIA Scoping Report; and 

• Copy of the PID leaflet. 

35. In addition to the above, OPEN (Optimised Environments Ltd) attended the PIDs to provide the public with information 
regarding landscape and visual impacts and provided a 3D model of the proposed Development.  The 3D model allowed 
interested attendees to visualise the proposal Development from viewpoints in the local area, including residential properties, 
roads and hilltops.  

3.1.4 Attendance and Feedback 

36. Approximately 40 local residents attended the Barrhill PID on the 20th of May and approximately 15 attended the Barr PID on 
the 21st of May. Attendees to the May 2019 PIDs were invited to complete a feedback form (Appendix 3) about the proposed 
Development.  11 feedback forms were returned from the Barrhill PID and 4 were returned from the Barr PID.  

37. A summary of the comments received is presented in Table 3.2. 

Table 3.2 PID Consultation Feedback (May 2019) 

Area of 

Concern 

Number of 

Comments  

Comments Applicant’s Response 

Existing 
Windfarms 
Baseline 

11 Attendees to the PIDs commented on the current 
number of windfarms in the surrounding area, and 
the cumulative impacts from proximity to these. 

A landscape and visual impact 
assessment has been undertaken as 
part of the EIA process and can be found 
within Volume 1, Chapter 6 of the EIA 
Report. 

LVIA 9 Comments made regarding the impact of the 
proposed Developments on visual and residential 
amenity. Highlighted specific requests for viewpoints 
to be included in the assessment and consideration 
to impacts on designated areas.  

A landscape and visual impact 
assessment has been undertaken as 
part of the EIA process and can be found 
within Volume 1, Chapter 6 of the EIA 
Report. 

Socio-
economics 

6 Comments made regarding the impact on property 
values and the potential negative impact of 
community funds on community spirit. 
Possibility of potential community benefits of local 
energy provision. 

A socio-economic assessment has been 
undertaken as part of the EIA process 
and can be found within Volume 1, 
Chapter 13 of the EIA Report.  
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Area of 

Concern 

Number of 

Comments  

Comments Applicant’s Response 

Design 5 Comments made regarding the height of the 
proposed turbines. 

The scale of the proposed turbines is in 
keeping with the current industry models, 
in terms of economic models in a 
subsidy free market. The visual impact of 
the proposed turbines has been 
considered within the landscape and 
visual impact assessment undertaken as 
part of the EIA process. 

Noise 4 Comments made regarding the difference in noise of 
200m height turbines compared to 110m ones at 
Mark Hill, and the cumulative noise impact. 

A noise impact assessment has been 
undertaken as part of the EIA process 
which has considered the impact of the 
proposed Development including 
cumulative impact. This can be found in 
Volume 1, Chapter 11 of the EIA report.   

Tourism & 
Recreation 

3 Comments made regarding the impacts to tourism, 
views for walkers and impact on access routes for 
horse riding.  

A tourism and recreation assessment 
has been undertaken as part of the EIA 
process and can be found within Volume 
1, Chapter 13 of the EIA Report. 

Traffic & 
Transport 

3 Comments made regarding construction traffic and 
turbine blade access routes, including safety for 
other road users  

A traffic and transport assessment has 
been undertaken as part of the EIA 
process which has assessed the 
proposed route of construction traffic to 
site. This can be found within Volume 1, 
Chapter 12 of the EIA Report.  

Hydrology 1 Comment made with regard to how the proposed 
Development will impact private water supplies  

A hydrology assessment has been 
undertaken as part of the EIA process, 
including surveys of Private Water 
Supplies. This can be found within 
Volume 1, Chapter 7 of the EIA report.  

Capacity 1 Comment concerning the size and capacity of the 
required battery storage and where it will go. 

Energy storage proposed as part of the 
Development has been cited with due 
consideration to the environment through 
the design process.  

38. OPEN also responded to general concerns of attendees. The issues raised to OPEN by attendees included visual impact, 
community benefits, traffic issues that arose during Kilgallioch windfarm construction and house value.  

3.2 Public Information Event August 2019  

3.2.1 Date and Location 

39. The second set of PIDs were held in August 2019 as detailed in Table 3.3. 

Table 3.3 PID Details 

Venue  Day Date Time  

Barrhill Memorial Hall, Barrhill, KA26 0PP Monday 19th August 2019 3pm - 6:45pm  

Barr Village Hall, Barr, KA26 9TW Tuesday  20th August 2019  3pm - 7pm 

 
3.2.2 Advertisement 

40. These public events were advertised as shown in Table 2.1. 
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41. Examples of the advertisements can be found in Appendix 6. 

42. The PIDs held in August allowed further comment and discussion on the proposed Development and provided the Applicant 
with the opportunity to update attendees with details on progress made since the May 2019 PIDs.  

43. Supplementary publicity for both events comprised postal leaflets (refer to Appendix 7) to residences within the local area. 
Leaflets were sent out to properties within an 8 km radius from the site boundary, 654 properties, on the 5th August 2019. 

3.2.3 PID Materials 

44. The PID events presented an update to the proposed Development proposals following the completion of many of the 
technical environmental surveys. The information displayed provided detail on the environmental surveys undertaken at the 
Site, visual representations of what the proposed Development might look like from local viewpoints and information on SPR 
as a company and developer. The information presented at the PID event included: 

• Site Location Plans of the proposed Development; 

• Site Layout Plans of the proposed Development, depicting an indicative design;  

• SPR “Powering the future of onshore wind” factsheets; 

• SPR “Onshore wind the facts” factsheets; 

• Copies of SPR Community Investment Leaflet for Clauchrie Windfarm (refer to Appendix 8); and 

• Copies of the SPR project summary fact card for Clauchrie Windfarm (refer to Appendix 9)  

45. In addition to the above, a workstation was set up in the room with a 3D computer model of the proposed Development ran 
by OPEN landscape architects. This allowed attendees to visualise the proposed Development from viewpoints in the local 
area, such as, from local residential properties or roads.  

3.2.3.1 Exhibition Boards 

46. The PID events in August included a set of 13 exhibition boards on display (refer to Appendix 10). The information 
presented comprised: 

• a project overview, including updated Site Layout Plans; 

• an indicative project timeline during the planning process; 

• environmental survey work completed to date and information board on examples of habitat restoration and 
management works undertaken by SPR; 

• information on the landscape assessment and visualisations from five proposed viewpoints of what the proposed 
Development might look like; and 

• information about community and local economic benefits.  

47. Photographs illustrating the layout of the exhibition boards at the PID is provided in Appendix 11. 

3.2.4 Attendance and Feedback 

48. Approximately 30 local residents attended the Barrhill PID on the 19th of August and approximately 15 attended the Barr PID 
on the 20th of August. Attendees to the August 2019 PIDs were invited to complete a feedback form (Appendix 3) about the 
proposed Development. 5 feedback forms were returned from the Barrhill PID and 2 were returned from the Barr PID.  

49. A summary of the comments received is presented in Table 3.4. 



Clauchrie Windfarm  December, 2019 
Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report 

PAC Report Page 13 

Table 3.4 PID Consultation feedback (August 2019) 

Area of 

Concern 

Number of 

Comments  

Comments Applicant’s Response 

Existing 
Windfarms 
Baseline 

3 Comments made regarding the impact an additional 
windfarm would have on views and socio-economics 
and property value. 

A landscape and visual impact 
assessment and a socio-economic 
impact assessment have been 
undertaken as part of the EIA process 
and can be found within Volume 1, 
Chapters 6 and 13 of the EIA Report. 

LVIA 3 Comments made regarding the impact of the 
proposed Developments on visual and residential 
amenity. Highlighted concerns of Turbine 7,8,4 and 
10 and the impact of lighting on the Dark Sky area. 

A landscape and visual impact 
assessment has been undertaken as 
part of the EIA process and can be found 
within Volume 1, Chapter 6 of the EIA 
Report. This includes a residential visual 
amenity impact assessment.  

Socio-
economics 

1 Comment made with regard to property values and 
community spirit with an additional windfarm.  

A socio-economic assessment has been 
undertaken as part of the EIA process 
and can be found within Volume 1, 
Chapter 13 of the EIA Report. 

Design 1 Comment made specifically regarding the height of 
the proposed turbines. 

This is addressed in Volume 1 of the EIA 
Report, Chapter 6: Landscape and 
Visual Impact Assessment. 

Noise and 
Vibration 

2 Comments made with regard to low frequency 
vibrations and to the noise impact from the turbines 
and how this will be dependent on forestry felling 
around the turbines. 

A noise impact assessment has been 
undertaken and can be found within 
Volume 1, Chapter 10 of the EIA Report.  

Ecology  1 Suggest River Cree District Salmon Fishery Board is 
consulted as several watercourses flow into the 
River Cree system. 

River Cree District Salmon Fishery 
Board have been included on the list of 
consultees for the application, and 
consultation with them has been 
undertaken by the Applicant since the 
PIDs.  

Disposal  1 Comment made regarding what will happen to the 
turbine blades at the end of the windfarm’s life.  

The proposed Development is being 
applied for in perpetuity. 
Should components need replaced and 
disposed of this would be undertaken in 
accordance with relevant regulations and 
meet sustainability objectives.  

Forestry  1 Comment made with regards to change in impacts 
dependent on the felling of forestry around the site.  

The impact of forestry felling has been 
included within the Environmental Impact 
Assessment and a Forestry Windfarm 
Plan has been developed, on which 
Forestry and Land Scotland have been 
consulted. 

 
3.3 Refinements following Public Consultation 

50. Concerns and questions raised by consultees and members of the public at the PIDs have been directly addressed through 
email correspondence or through the assessments presented within the EIA Report. Where possible SPR have sought to 
adjust or amend the proposals to take into consideration comments received.  



Clauchrie Windfarm  December, 2019 
Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report 

PAC Report Page 14 

4 Conclusions 
51. Although not a statutory requirement for a Section 36 application, in line with best practice for the consenting stage of major 

development projects, a programme of pre-application community engagement has been undertaken by SPR. SPR has 
undertaken a number of exercises to ensure that the communities in closest proximity to the Site are fully aware of the 
emerging development proposal and to ensure that SPR and the EIA team are aware of the views of the local communities in 
order to best design the finalised proposed Development to mitigate any concerns wherever possible. 

52. SPR will continue to liaise with the local communities during the Section 36 application process and during the construction 
and operational stages of the proposed Development.  

4.1 Publication of the EIA Report 

53. SPR has a duty to undertake statutory publication of the EIA Report in accordance with Regulation 18 of the Electricity Works 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017. 

54. A notice will be published as follows: 

• on the project website; 

• in the local newspapers; 

• in the Glasgow Herald; and 

• in the Edinburgh Gazette. 

55. In addition to the formal notifications of the planning application SPR will: 

• provide a Non-Technical Summary to the EIA Report and DVD of the entire application submission to each 
Community Council consulted with in relation to the application; 

• make available, free of charge, further copies of the Non-Technical Summary of the EIA Report;  

• maintain a dedicated email address to receive comments relating to the proposed Development; 

• make available, at cost, copies of the EIA Report, in hardcopy but also on DVD/USB; and 

• maintain ongoing contact, through email, telephone conversations and meetings, with local residents and 
Community Councils at their request.  

56. Copies of the EIA Report will be available to view free of charge during opening hours at the following locations: 

• South Ayrshire Council, Burns House, Ayr, KA7 1UT; 

• Dumfries & Galloway Council Headquarters, English Street, Dumfries, DG1 2DD;   

• Barrhill Memorial Hall, Main Street, Barrhill, KA26 0RY; 

• Barr Village Hall, Stinchar Road, Barr, KA26 9TW; and 

• Scottish Government Library, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ.  
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Appendix 1: Example of letter sent to Community Council 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

              

           06/11/2019 

 

Dear , 

 

Kilgallioch Windfarm Extension, Dumfries and Galloway & Clauchrie Windfarm, South Ayrshire  

 

Further to our letter of 9th September 2018, regarding plans for the erection of a meteorological 

mast at High Eldrig just south of the existing Kilgallioch Windfarm; we wanted to provide an update 

on the activities ScottishPower Renewables have been undertaking in relation to this site and also a 

development site we are investigating within Clauchrie Forest to the north-east of the operational 

Mark Hill Windfarm.   

 

Kilgallioch Windfarm Extension 

The meteorological mast has now been installed and is collecting wind data as we continue to assess 

the site conditions for the development of a small extension (c.11 turbines) to the Operational 

Kilgallioch Windfarm.  

 

The scheme would look to utilise turbines with a tip height of around 175m.  These taller, more 

efficient turbines would allow us to increase the generating capacity of the Kilgallioch Wind farm by 

around 17% while increasing overall turbine numbers by only 11%.      

 

In 2018 we also undertook Ornithological Surveys to understand the bird activity in the area, these 

surveys will continue this year.  Peat probing has been undertaken to better understand the 

characteristics of the land, building on data and knowledge gained as part of development and 

construction of the Operational Kilgallioch Windfarm and a number of additional environmental 

surveys will commence this summer.   

 

Clauchrie Windfarm 

As mentioned above we are also investigating the potential for Windfarm development within 

Clauchrie Forest, an area of land which sits within the National Forest Estate.  

 



At present we are investigating the potential for 16 wind turbines to be installed on the site with tip 

heights of up to 200m, Clauchrie Windfarm is however still in the early stages of development.  Over 

the past 7 years we have been undertaking ornithological surveys to understand bird activity in the 

area, this will continue over 2019.  We will also be undertaking a range of other environmental 

surveys throughout the course of this year to fully understand the sites potential for development.     

 

In 2017 we installed a meteorological mast at Knockinlockie Hill in the eastern part of the site. We 

are now underway with the installation of a second meteorological mast at Pindonnan Craigs in the 

western part of the site and will continue to monitor wind conditions across the area over the next 

2-3 years.     

 

We are also investigating the potential for locating solar panels at Kilgallioch Extension and battery 

storage systems at both sites.  This will help us meet our increasing demands for clean energy, and 

will help meet Scottish Government targets for renewable energy, a low carbon economy, and 

provide for energy security. 

As part of the development process on both projects we are submitting Scoping Reports for each to 

the Scottish Government in the coming weeks. Your Community Council is on the list of consultees, 

you will receive a copy of the Reports and be asked to provide a response to it; we will use this 

response to inform the scope of an Environmental Impact Assessment of the proposal.   

 

We would be happy to meet with Barhill Community Council to discuss the proposals if you would 

find this helpful. We will be hosting Public Information Days in the area to provide further details on 

the projects later in the year; you will be invited to these events when they have been arranged. 

If you would like further information at this stage please email me on the address noted below. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Ryan McPhee 

Assistant Project Manager 
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Appendix 2: Letter Responding to Cree Valley Community 
Council Meeting 
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Appendix 3: Example Feedback Forms   



   

 

Please leave your details below to allow SPR to respond to your comment/question: 

Name:.................................................................................................................................... 

Address:................................................................................................................................. 

....................................................................................................................................... 

Email:............................................................................................................................... 

 

For further information relating to how ScottishPower Renewables will use your data and your rights in this respect, please refer 
to the privacy statement on the website at www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/pages/privacy and on display at each Public 

Information Day. 

This describes how ScottishPower/Iberdrola collects, stores and uses information that identifies individuals in connection with its 
business activities. If you do not have internet access, or would like to see a hard copy of our privacy statement please ask one 
of our representatives. 

To record your views and help us improve our 

future information days, please complete this 

feedback form.  

It should take no longer than a few minutes. 

 

Do you have any comments or questions for SPR to respond to? If so, please complete the 
section below, or alternatively email us at clauchriewindfarm@scottishpower.com 
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Appendix 4: PID 1 Newspaper Advert 
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Appendix 5: PID 1 Leaflet 
  



Why are we contacting you?

ScottishPower Renewables (SPR) invites you to attend information 
days to introduce our proposal to develop Clauchrie Windfarm, to 
the north-east of Barrhill.

Early consultation is key to the way we develop our windfarms and 
throughout the development process we aim to ensure local 
communities and stakeholders are given the opportunity to 
provide feedback and are kept informed of project progress.
This Public Information Day is a great opportunity for SPR to hear 
the thoughts of the local community on this project. It is also a 
chance for you to meet the project team, learn more about the 
windfarm development process, to find out the survey work we 
have undertaken and to ask any questions you may have about the 
project.

Next Steps

After meeting with your community and gathering feedback 
on our proposals, we will continue to update the design of the 
proposed development ahead of submitting an application to the 
Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit, which we are 
anticipating to be in winter 2019.

Windfarm Location

Page 1/2

Clauchrie Windfarm
Public Information Days

Barrhill Memorial Hall

Barrhill KA26 0PP

20 May 2019 from 3.00pm until 6.45pm

Barr Village Hall

Barr KA26 9TW

21 May 2019 from 3.00pm until 7.00pm
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Who are we?

ScottishPower Renewables is part of the ScottishPower group of 
companies operating in the UK under the Iberdrola Group, one of 
the world’s largest integrated utility companies and a world leader 
in wind energy.  ScottishPower now only produces 100% green 
electricity – focusing on wind energy, smart grids and driving the 
change to a cleaner, electric future. The company is investing over 
£4m every working day in 2019 to make this happen and is 
committed to speeding up the transition to cleaner electric 
transport, improving air quality and over time, driving down bills 
to deliver a better future, quicker for everyone.

ScottishPower Renewables is at the forefront of the development 
of the renewables industry through pioneering ideas, forward 
thinking and outstanding innovation.  Our ambitious growth plans 
include expansion of our existing onshore wind portfolio,
investment in new large scale solar deployment and innovative 
grid storage systems including batteries. The company is also 
delivering the Iberdrola Group’s offshore windfarms in the 
Southern North Sea off East Anglia as part of an international 
pipeline of projects across Europe and the USA.  

With over 40 operational windfarms, we manage all our sites 
through our world leading Control Centre at Whitelee Windfarm, 
near Glasgow.

SPR, with four operational windfarms in the local area, has been 
a neighbour for nearly ten years, generating cleaner power and 
socio-economic benefits for the local community.

Did you know?

SPR has been working alongside communities in south-west 
Scotland for nearly two decades and has contributed more than 
£30  million in benefit funds to support initiatives and projects for 
those communities local to our windfarm sites, with more than 
£11 million of this going directly to South Ayrshire and Dumfries
and Galloway.
 
With established sites nearby, SPR has a history of working 
positively with local communities within the region. We are keen to 
ensure employment and the business skills required to maximise 
economic benefits can be delivered locally to ensure those who 
live near our sites benefit.

Responsible Design

We believe in open consultation and welcome your feedback to 
inform the windfarm design process. Our proposals have been 
shaped by the results of ongoing environmental and technical 
studies we have undertaken at the proposed site. We also give 
careful consideration to how this proposal fits within the existing 
landscape, considering its visibility from key viewpoints in the 
surrounding area.

Powering your community

We are committed to being a responsible developer of renewable 
energy and we strive to be good neighbours in all areas of our 
work.

We encourage as many people as possible to get involved in and 
to learn more about our projects, particularly in understanding the 
local economic and social benefits our developments can create.
As the development of Clauchrie Windfarm progresses we will 
engage with communities, stakeholders and the local councils to 
determine how benefits could be delivered to best meet the needs 
of the local area, should the project be consented.

Contact us

The project team can be contacted directly by writing to:

ScottishPower Renewables
9th Floor ScottishPower Headquarters
320 St Vincent Street
Glasgow
G2 5AD

or emailing: 

clauchriewindfarm@scottishpower.com

www.scottishpowerrenewables.com
@SPRenewables 

British Horse Society windfarm familiarisation day at Whitelee Windfarm, turbine height 
110 metres; the turbines proposed for this development would be up to 200 metres 

Arecleoch Windfarm, turbine height 118 metres; the turbines 
proposed for this development would be up to 200 metres
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Appendix 7: PID 2 Leaflet 
  



Why are we contacting you?

ScottishPower Renewables invites you to attend information days 
to provide an update on the progress of our proposal to develop 
Clauchrie Windfarm, to the north-east of Barrhill.

Information days were held in May this year to introduce the 
proposals to local communities and allow SPR to obtain some 
helpful feedback. Follow-up events are now planned to provide 
local communities with a further opportunity to comment on the 
proposals and discuss how they have developed since May. 

Next steps

Following the information days, we will continue to refine the 
proposals and project design, and finalise our environmental and 
technical survey work. We will also begin preparing an application 
to the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit, which we aim to 
submit at the end of 2019. 

Who are we?

ScottishPower Renewables is part of the ScottishPower group of 
companies operating in the UK under the Iberdrola Group, one of 
the world’s largest integrated utility companies and a world leader 

in wind energy.  ScottishPower now only produces 100% green 
electricity – focusing on wind energy, smart grids and driving the 
change to a cleaner, electric future. The company is investing over 
£4m every working day in 2019 to make this happen and is 
committed to speeding up the transition to cleaner electric 
transport, improving air quality and over time, driving down bills 
to deliver a better future, quicker for everyone.

ScottishPower Renewables is at the forefront of the development 
of the renewables industry through pioneering ideas, forward 
thinking and outstanding innovation.  Our ambitious growth plans 
include expansion of our existing onshore wind portfolio,
investment in new large scale solar deployment and innovative 
grid storage systems including batteries. The company is also 
delivering the Iberdrola Group’s offshore windfarms in the 
Southern North Sea off East Anglia as part of an international 
pipeline of projects across Europe and the USA.  

With over 40 operational windfarms, we manage all our sites 
through our world leading Control Centre at Whitelee Windfarm, 
near Glasgow.

ScottishPower Renewables, with four operational windfarms in the 
local area, has been a neighbour for nearly ten years, generating 
cleaner power and socio-economic benefits for the local 
community.

Page 1/2

Clauchrie Windfarm
Public Information Days 

Barrhill Memorial Hall

Barrhill KA26 0PP

19 August 2019 from 15:00 until 18:45

Barr Village Hall

Barr KA26 9TW

20 August 2019 from 15:00 until 19:00
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Responsible design

We believe in open consultation and welcome your feedback to 
inform the windfarm design process. Our proposals have been 
shaped by the results of ongoing environmental and technical 
studies we have undertaken at the proposed site. We have also 
given consideration to how this proposal fits within the existing 
landscape, considering its visibility from key viewpoints in the 
surrounding area. 

Did you know?

We have been working alongside communities in south-west 
Scotland for nearly two decades and have contributed more than 
£32 million in benefit funds to support initiatives and projects for 
those communities local to our windfarm sites, with more than 
£11 million of this going directly to South Ayrshire and Dumfries
and Galloway.
 

With established sites nearby, we have a history of working 
positively with local communities within the region. We are keen to 
ensure employment and the business skills required to maximise 
economic benefits can be delivered locally to ensure those who 
live near our sites benefit. 

Powering your Community

We are committed to being a responsible developer of renewable 
energy and we strive to be good neighbours in all areas of our 
work.

We encourage as many people as possible to get involved in and 
to learn more about our projects, particularly in understanding the 
local economic and social benefits our developments can create.
In the lead up to an application being submitted, and also at the 
post-submission stage we will continue to engage with 
communities, stakeholders and the local councils to determine 
how benefits could be delivered to best meet the needs of the 
local area, should the project be consented.

Contact us

The project team can be contacted directly by writing to:

ScottishPower Renewables
9th Floor ScottishPower Headquarters
320 St Vincent Street
Glasgow
G2 5AD

or emailing: 

clauchriewindfarm@scottishpower.com

www.scottishpowerrenewables.com
@SPRenewables 

Kilgallioch Windfarm, turbine height 146.5 metres; the turbines 
proposed for this development would be up to 200 metres

Windfarm location
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Appendix 8: SPR Community Benefit Factsheet 
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Appendix 9: SPR Clauchrie Windfarm Factsheet 
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Appendix 10: PID 2 Exhibition Boards 
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Appendix 11: Photographs of August PID 
  



Barr PID Photographs

Exhibition Banners

Exhibition Banners

3D Model software to visualise the 
site 
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Clauchrie Windfarm Project Team 

 

ScottishPower Renewables 
9th Floor Scottish Power Headquarters 
320 St Vincent Street 
Glasgow 
G2 5AD 
 

 

clauchriewindfarm@scottishpower.com 
 

www.scottishpowerrenewables.com 
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ScottishPower Renewables 
9th Floor Scottish Power Headquarters 
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