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5 OTTER SURVEYS 

29. Otter (Lutra lutra) are carnivorous and forage on watercourses and water bodies. Their diet consists of fish, amphibians, 
crustaceans, small mammals and wildfowl. Otters are active throughout the year and can breed at any time. Otters use many 
different sites for shelter, such as holts and couches, depending on availability. Holts can be a hole in a riverbank, under tree 
roots, within rocks and caves, under manmade structures, or excavated out of soft ground such as sand dunes. 

30. Otters are a European Protected Species (EPS). Otters and their resting sites/shelters are protected in the UK under The 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). 

5.1 Baseline 

31. Baseline survey results for otters are provided in section 23.5.4 of Chapter 23 Terrestrial Ecology of the ES. Updating baseline 
surveys were undertaken in 2021 and 2022 in which all watercourses with potential to support otters have been surveyed. A total 
of 19 watercourses were survey in 2021 and 26 watercourses were surveyed in 2022 for presence of otter with 7 sites recording 
presence (Watercourses 45, 27a/b, 20, 31, 5, 43 and River Gipping).   

5.2 Methodology 

32. During otter surveys, the following evidence was searched for: spraints, footprints, holts, couches, feeding remains, lay-ups and 
sightings. An intensive search of all likely locations of the watercourse was undertaken to locate signs of otter presence. During 
the survey, inspections were made of any thick waterside vegetation, outfalls and footbridges to determine any use by otter, 
particularly for resting and denning purposes.  

33. Trail cameras were also installed at suitable locations on the watercourses, with each camera remaining in situ for at least 7 days. 

5.3 Limitations 

34. During Some of the watercourses were dry upon visiting, limiting the survey by providing suboptimal habitat and limiting the 
presence of survey signs. Further, dense vegetation on some watercourses may have obscured evidence of otter. 

5.4 Results 

35. Otters were recorded at River Fynn, River Lark and Queens Fleet, however no holts or resting places have been found within 50m 
of the DOL. It is considered that impacts to otter can be avoided. Potential considerations of otter present need to be maintained 
for watercourse 43 (proposed watercourse crossing WC43, near Jointing Bay JB 8/9), watercourse 31 (proposed bridge 
watercourse crossing WC31, (near Jointing Bay JB 12/13) and watercourse 20 (proposed watercourse crossing WC20, near 
Jointing Bay JB 17/18), all of which have confirmed presence for otter (assumed to be commuting only in these watercourses). 

5.5 Summary 

36. A total of 26 watercourses were surveyed for presence of otter with 7 sites recording otter presence (Watercourses 45, 27a/b, 
20, 31, 5, 43 and River Gipping). 
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APPENDIX 1 GCN PONDS AND BAT TREES 
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