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6.3.5. Impact upon Ecological Sites 

166. As outlined within Section 5.3.4, there are not considered to be any designated ecological sites which could be considered a potential 
receptor. 

6.4. Monitoring and Mitigation 

6.4.1. Monitoring 

167. It is recommended that if it is deemed necessary to dewater any of jointing bays JB 3/4 , JB 10/11, JB 17/18 or JB 21/22 that monitoring 
of the relevant water supply or spring is undertaken throughout to ensure that there is no adverse impact on supply.  This would 
include monitoring of water levels of private water supplies and either visual monitoring or flow monitoring of springs (if feasible).   

168. Given the short duration of dewatering and, therefore, monitoring, construction of structures for monitoring spring flow is considered 
unnecessary, however an initial walkover of spring locations should be undertaken (if landowner permission is forthcoming). If 
possible measurements of flow should be undertaken, either through volumetric approach (i.e. measuring the rate of flow into a 
container of known volume) or through measurement of the stream flow (i.e. measuring the cross-sectional area of stream down-
stream of spring and velocity of the flow).   

169. Work should be undertaken by a qualified hydrologist and the most appropriate method for measuring flow undertaken based on 
the nature of the spring.  Where flows are not sufficient to measure or it is not possible to measure in a quantitative manner a 
qualitative visual assessment would be undertaken.  

170. In the unlikely event that a notable drop in water levels or flows is recorded the dewatering would be ceased until appropriate 
assessment of impact or suitable mitigation can be put into place. 

171. Baseline monitoring of these water features should also be undertaken, with landowner permission, prior to commencement of 
works to provide a baseline groundwater level or flow from which to observe any significant changes during works.  This should 
consist of at least one round of monitoring, although additional rounds to identify any natural variations would be beneficial if 
feasible. 

6.4.2. Mitigation 

In the unlikely event that mitigation is required in response to the monitoring, this would likely involve either changing the method 
of working to avoid the need for dewatering or providing a replacement water supply to ensure that continuity of supply is available 
throughout the works. 

7. CONCLUSION 

172. A hydrogeological and hydrological impact assessment has been undertaken to assess the potential impact upon the local 
hydrogeological and hydrological regime of the proposed onshore cable route works extent. 

173. The assessment has identified a total of twelve jointing bays  and fourteen HDD proving points which are located within a 250m 
radius of a licensed abstraction, private water supply or spring, however further assessment of each of these indicates that only four 
are considered have the potential to encounter groundwater.  Due to the relatively shallow depths and areas of excavation required, 
and the short duration of works the potential impact on the private water supplies and/or springs is considered to be low and even 
if localised dewatering is required the low volumes are unlikely to impact the receptors, nonetheless additional monitoring of these 
has been recommended in the event the dewatering is required to ensure that the works do not result an adverse impact on these 
features. 
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APPENDIX 1 SITE CONTEXT PLAN  
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